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Town of Arlington, MA- Human Rights Commission Minutes 03/15/2006 


Town of Arlington, Massachusetts 
730 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, MA 02476 
Phone: 781-316-3000 

webmaster3town.arlington.ma. us 

Human Rights Commission Minutes 03/15/2006 

In Attendance: Marlissa Briggett, Christine Carney, Victoria Cohen, Christine Deshler, Arif Khan, Nancy Rhoads, 
Marlene Schultz, Bill Shea, Nancy Sweeney 

Absent: 

Sheri Baron, Mahendra Desai, Anisha Desai, A. Nick Minton 

Minutes for January 18th - accepted as amended 
Minutes for February 15th - accepted 

Citizens Open Forum - Captain John Serson, APD, was our guest this evening - he distributed and discussed the 
Data Collection Forms, Traffic Stop Collection Booksample, and graph of Reasons for Interactions Policies and 
Procedures - he explained the system the department uses for issuing citations and the problems they have with 
the current program - there are feelings that the Town was misjudged in the recent study on racial profiling - due to 
the fact that forms take time to fill out and the lack of help for record keeping (data entry) and that most stops are 
made at major intersections of the towns studied where the majority of transits travel through, etc. - these are some 
reasons as to why an accurate account to the results are questioned - most people feel that racial profiling in this 
town is not a problem - the perception of people is what matters - there was question if a citizens group could work 
with the APD - Capt. Serson agreed to keep the lines of communication open between the Commission and the 
officers of the APD. 

The Arlington-Teosinte Sister City Project - the Commission agreed to work with Beth Solzberg, AHS senior, by 
using our name as sponsors to help getthe program off the ground. 

Incidents and Complaints - commissioners reviewed the recent incidents forwarded to us by Chief Ryan - Capt. 
Serson referred to these as spree crimes - 

Sub Committee Reports 

Dialogues - Marlene will write a note to David Gumpert thanking him for the wonderful Evening with the Author 
discussion of his book: Inge: AGirl’s Journey Through Nazi Europe. 

Marlissa Briggett suggested a book review with Michelle Deakin regarding gay parents to be held May 11th or 16th 
in conjunction with Betty Connors and the Diversity Group-Nancy Sweeney will follow up. 

Positive report regarding the well-attended Bullying Forum recently held at the Ottoson 

Other Business 

Continued discussion regarding in-state tuition talk; ‘Everyday Hero Award;’ Town Day; Diversity Task Force mail 
help; AHRC records review; Rapid Response program; cooperative work with Robbins Library 

Prepared and submitted by: 

Marylynn Carnell 
Staff Assistant 



http://vwvw.arl i ng tonma.g ov/Publ i c__Documents/Ar I i ng tonM A_H umRg tsM i n/2006/03_15_2006?textPag e= 1 


1/2 


2/13/2014 


Town of Arlington, MA- Human Rights Commission Minutes 03/15/2006 


http://www.arl i ng tonma.g ov/Publ i c__Documents/Ar I i ng tonM A_H umRg tsM i n/2006/03_15_2006?textPag e= 1 


2/2 



